
 

5. Code of Conduct 
 

Introduction 
 

The Mission Statement for Garibaldi Highlands Elementary School states that it is our mission to enable each child to 

develop his/her potential through a caring school culture.  It is our belief that in order to help children to reach their 

potential they must be provided with a safe, supportive environment. Discipline is an essential component of a safe, 

caring school culture. 

The School Board, in its policy on student conduct, states that the school must be a place for orderly, purposeful high 

quality endeavors, within a pleasant, positive and supportive atmosphere of human interactions. Among the student 

behaviours and attitudes that the Board expects to be evident in the school are the following: 

 

Respect:  Students should show respect for people, property and the mission of the school. They should respect the 

rights, responsibilities and privileges of themselves and other students, as well as the adults in the school. 

Responsibility:  Students should gradually assume more responsibility for themselves (as individuals and as members of 

society) as they get older. They should become responsible for undertaking, organizing and completing schoolwork 

and for meeting social obligations.  This includes coming to school prepared, on time, and with the necessary 

materials. 

Quality:  Students should meet or exceed school standards for language, dress, attendance, and behaviour and 

strive for excellence in all their school endeavors. 

Attitudes:  Students should display enthusiasm, diligence, and sportsmanship in all their school endeavors. They are 

expected to be positive, to participate willingly in school activities and to undertake them in a co-operative spirit 

and a sense of justice and fair play. 

It is recognized that the teaching and reinforcement of social responsibility and pro-social behaviours is more 

effective in establishing and maintaining high discipline standards than punishing students for inappropriate 

behaviour. 

Behaviour Expectations 
 

Boundaries 

Students are to follow the Code of Conduct at all times on the school ground as well as while on the way to and 

from school or at school events in the wider community.  Students are expected to play in designated areas and not 

leave the school property at any time during the day without permission of parents, classroom teacher, or 

administration. 

Bicycles 

Children riding bicycles to school are expected to follow bicycle laws. Helmets are mandatory. Students may enter 

and leave the property through the front entrance or through any of the cleared trails. They are required to walk their 

bikes at all times on the school grounds during school hours (8:30- 3:30, Monday – Friday). Bikes must be parked at 

designated bike racks and left alone during the day. 

 



 

Use of School Equipment 

Children must use all sports equipment safely and appropriately. Textbooks and classroom equipment must be 

treated with care. A charge will be levied for lost or damaged books. 

Respect for All 

Children are expected to behave respectfully and with consideration in all their relationships. This implies respectful 

attitude, manner, language, and tone of voice. 

Physical Contact 

Children are expected to play safely and not engage in any activity that will endanger themselves or any other 

individual. Throwing of objects and activities such as tackle football and play fighting are not appropriate. 

Prohibited Possessions 

The use or possession of tobacco, alcohol, and non-prescribed drugs will not be tolerated.  Pornographic materials 

are likewise prohibited. 

 

GENERAL RULES 

All students enrolled in classes at Garibaldi Highlands Elementary shall conform to school rules while: at school; on the 

way to and from school; on school buses; and while attending any school function. 

All Students shall: 

1. Show courtesy and respect to all adults, students and visitors at all times. 

2. Conduct themselves in a manner that will ensure the safety of themselves and others. 

3. Arrive at school and to class on time; and enter and exit the school through the assigned door(s) for their 

classroom. 

4. Not leave the school premises or grounds without permission. 

5. Walk to and from all activities in an orderly manner. 

6. Listen attentively and follow directions. 

7. Use all school and playground equipment appropriately and treat textbooks, library books and other materials 

with care. 

8. Use the properly designated crosswalks for arriving at or leaving the school grounds; 

9. Dress in a manner that complies with the school dress code. 

10. Not use wheels (bikes, skateboards, scooter boards, heelies, etc.) on the school grounds between 8:30am and 

3:30pm. 

11. Not use wheels in the school at any time. 

 

SPECIFIC RULES 

The following behaviours are prohibited at Garibaldi Highlands Elementary School. 

Students shall not: 

1. Fight or play fight. 



 

2. Swear, use offensive language or gestures. 

3. Take food or snacks out onto the school grounds. 

4. Eat food in the gym (exception may be a special school activity or event). 

5. Wear hats in school. 

6. Chew gum. 

7. Play or loiter in the washrooms; 

8. Play in the parking lots or vehicle entrances. 

9. Cell phones or other electronic devices can only be used with the permission of the classroom teacher. 

10. No trading or selling of items at school. 

 

The following behaviours are considered to be potentially harmful and unacceptable at all times and shall result in 

immediate action including possible suspension. 

1. Physical violence, abuse, intimidation or harassment 

2. Disrespect towards supervisory adults 

3. Involvement in illegal activities 

4. Using tobacco, alcohol, or illicit drugs 

5. Theft or willful damage to school or personal property 

6. Possession of a weapon, or 

7. Chronic failure to meet the school’s expectation of student conduct. 

8.  

Dress Code 

Student dress must be appropriate for a K-7 school setting, and must not be offensive to any individual.  

Logos and sayings: 

 Cannot promote the use of products detrimental to the school setting, such as alcohol, tobacco, or illegal 

drugs  

 Cannot be racially offensive, contain sexual innuendoes, violence, or promote a negative attitude  

 Shirts: 

 Must touch the top of the pants in a normal standing position  

 Cannot be see-through  

 Must have an appropriate neckline  

Shorts and Pants: 

 Must not be shorter than mid-thigh  

 Must have no revealing holes  

 Footwear: 



 

 Must be worn at all times  

Hats: 

 Must not be worn indoors  

Consequences: 

 Students in contravention of the above will be asked to change or cover-up.   

 Repeat offenders will be dealt with in consultation with parents.  

 

NOTE:  This policy was initially drafted by a staff committee and then reviewed and endorsed by our Parent Advisory 

Council and Student Committee. 

Progressive Discipline Policies and Procedures 

The staff and PAC at Garibaldi Highlands believe that all those who attend and visit our school should be assured 

that they will be safe and treated with respect. We have established some basic expectations as our School Rules. 

These are sent home at the beginning of each school year, with the expectation that parents will read and discuss 

the Garibaldi Highlands Elementary School Rules with their children. Parents and children sign and return the rules 

sheet to the school. 

Minor Offenses 

Minor offenses will be handled on the spot by any staff member.  Students will identify what was poor judgment on 

their part and will be helped to formulate more acceptable alternatives for the future. 

A pattern of minor incidents may be considered a major incident if it appears that the student, by repeating the 

misbehaviour, is refusing to follow the School Code of Conduct and Behavioural Expectations as set out in the 

Behavioural Expectations grid. 

 

Minor offenses include but are not limited to violation of the following school rules: 

• bicycles and skateboards will be walked on school grounds 

• students will remain outside before school and enter through the designated entrances unless supervised by a 

classroom teacher 

• students will go outside every recess and at lunchtime (unless an "in day" has been declared or students are 

supervised by a classroom teacher) 

• students are expected to walk quietly and safely in the hallways 

• students will wear acceptable and non-offensive clothing 

• hats will be removed upon entry 

• students are expected to arrive on time for all classes 

• students are expected not to litter 

 

Major Offenses 

Major offenses will be referred to administration. The offending student’s parents will be informed and a record will be 

made of the offense. In school or out of school suspensions may result. 

Major offences include, and are not limited to: 



 

• physical or verbal abuse 

• insolence or rudeness 

• stealing or vandalism 

• possession of illegal or banned substances 

• possession of weapons of any sort (A weapon is any object used to intimidate or injure.) 

• leaving the school grounds without permission 

 

Protocol for Disciplinary Action 

The protocol for disciplinary actions is as follows: 

Minor Problems: 

1. Will be handled on the spot by the staff member present 

2. Intervention should include an instructive discussion: 

• of the problem 

• why the rule is in place 

• appropriate behavior in the situation 

3. Remind students involved of the 3-Step Plan to diffuse altercations: 

 Ask them to stop 

 Walk away 

4. Seek assistance from an adult 

 

Repeated occurrences will be considered major problems. 

Major Problems: 

1. will be handled on the spot by the staff member present (as above) 

and 

2. will be reported to the classroom teacher 

3. The classroom teacher will 

• discuss the situation reinforcing the instruction already given 

• keep record of the occurrence in a classroom file 

• contact parents if the behavior does not improve  

Continuing occurrences or behavior that threatens persons or school property will be referred to Administration or the 

person on staff identified as being responsible for discipline. 

4. The Administrator will: 

• work with the student to develop a plan for improvement 

• inform parents and enlist their support in achieving the set goals 

Continuing occurrences (as above) may necessitate one or more of the following: 



 

 Referral to School-Based Team where intervention by District or community resource personnel may be 

recommended. 

 In-School suspension. 

 Out-of-School suspension 

 

 

 

I acknowledge that I have read and will follow the above rules. 

 

 

Signature of Student:   _________________________ Date: __________________________ 

 

 

Signature of Parent: ____________________________  Date: __________________________
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