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June 23, 2014 

 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

I am writing to you with some important updates regarding year end procedures due to the labour dispute 

between the BCPSEA and the BCTF. As you know, all teachers are currently on a walk out and picketing at 

each school district site. As well, the government has locked out secondary school teachers for Wednesday, 

June 25th, 2014 and Thursday, June 26th, 2014, and all teachers on Friday, June 27th, 2014. 

 

Graduation Program (Grades 10 to 12) Provincial Exams and Final Report Cards 
As you are no doubt aware, the Labour Relations Board has issued several Essential Services Orders (ESO) 

related to the graduation program. We continue to consult with the Sea to Sky Teachers’ Association related 

to all details of this order.  

 

First it was established that all Provincial Examinations would proceed as usual. However, we were 

informed late this afternoon that, the two provincial exams that require local marking (English 10 and Social 

Studies 11) have been altered (shortened) to ensure a higher quality and validity for local marking. Students’ 

scores on these two exams will be based on a reduced set of questions and the standards (cut scores) will be 

adjusted accordingly by the Ministry of Education. Our exempt staff continue to supervise all provinical 

exams in each of our secondary schools.  

 

As well, the ESO declared that teachers would compile and submit final grades for all grades 10, 11, and 12 

students. For students in these grades, we will be distributing condensed Report Cards including your child’s 

attendance, final course percentages and final letter grades. If your student’s teacher was an administrator, 

you will also receive a work habit and teacher comment. Your school principal will contact you to outline 

your school’s Report Card distribution process. We are hoping to have Report Cards ready for distribution 

between Monday, June 30, 2014 and Friday, July 4, 2014.  

 

SD48 Distance Learning (On-Line Courses) 

Unfortunately, at this time, we are unable to tell you how our distance learning courses currently in progress, 

or planned for the summer months, will be affected. Should picketing continue throughout the summer, we 

will need to suspend any instruction via our on-line courses and will recommence as soon as possible 

following resolution of the labour dispute. We will let you know as soon as we have any more information 

on this. 

 

Elementary (Kindergarten to Grade 7) Final Report Cards 

The recent ESO was limited to the provision of final marks for Grades 10 to 12 students. However, many of 

our teachers had already completed their full or condensed report cards prior to the June 16th, 2014 walk out. 

As such, some of our Kindergarten to grade 7 students will receive a version of a year-end report card. All  

 

 

 



other students will receive a letter from the school principal indicating their promotion statement and 

reiterating that their year-end progress information will be provided in some format following the labour 

dispute. Your school principal will contact you to outline your school’s report distribution process. We are 

hoping to have any reports ready for distribution between Monday, June 30, 2014 and Friday, July 4, 2014. 

We realize how important reporting is to parents. If you do not receive a Report Card, your principal will 

inform you as soon as we are able to have teachers confirm each child’s year end information. 

 

Middle (Grades 8 and 9) Final Report Cards 

Again, the recent ESO was limited to the provision of final marks for Grades 10 to 12 students. Principals of 

grades 8 and 9 have not received all final letter grades and have not been able to verify and complete final 

marks for these students. Therefore, all grade 8 and 9 students will only receive a letter from the school 

principal indicating your child’s promotion statement and reiterating that his/her year-end progress 

information will be provided in some format following resolution of the labour dispute. We realize how 

important reporting is to parents. Your principal will inform you as soon as we are able to have teachers 

confirm each child’s year end information. 

 

Although the resolution of this dispute is outside of our control, we will, as always, endeavour to keep you 

informed as developments occur. We continue to encourage parents to remain aware of current updates by 

checking our website at http://sd48seatosky.org/. You may also wish to follow information posted on the 

BCTF website at http://www.bctf.ca/ and the BCPSEA website at http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/. 

 

If you need more specific information about school-related matters during the strike, please contact your 

principal directly. 

 

Once again, I sincerely regret not having better news for you and realize that you may have many questions 

that this letter does not address. In closing, please know that your understanding and cooperation continue to 

be greatly appreciated. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Lisa McCullough 

Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.bcpsea.bc.ca/

