
Parent Advisory Committee Minutes - October 28, 2016 

 
Meeting Purpose: To support the creation of a collaborative school community where parents and 
teachers work together to facilitate an excellent learning environment.  

 
Participants: GHE Executive, All GHE Parents Welcome, Principal Paul Lorette 

 
Meeting called by PAC Exec: Arndrea Scott (Chair), Emma Seguss (Treasurer), Darnell Waite and Renee 
Kranz (Co-Secretary), Martha McLellan & Meike Van Eerdt (Co-DPAC), Lisa Fenton (Food & Beverage 
Coordinator)  
                             
9am    Welcome & Introductions                         

 Approval of September 2016 minutes -  
 Purpose of the PAC - To work together as a parental community to increase the 

opportunities for the children of our  school. At PAC meetings we are looking at and 
talking about those initiatives.  

o If challenges with particular issue of school/ teacher please speak with teacher 
first, if unresolved speak with the principle. As a PAC we can help you figure out 
who you should direct your  questions to, but we cannot address specific issues. 

o Reminder: parent input box outside of the front office, fill out question/ 
comments/ ideas and place in this box, will be brought forward at PAC 
meetings. 

 
9:05     HASTE BC update: Keeley (15 minutes) 

 Distributed a map of best routes to school, extra maps can be found on the PAC board 
 This is not the “ideal” map to school, it is the best that is available at this time with the 

infrastructure that we have 
 Parking removed on east side of highlands way north - how is it going? People are still 

parking there, Keeley will look at bringing in bylaw to reinforce 
 New sidewalk on Pitlochry way, connecting Pia and Highlands way north COMING 
 Painting yellow curb in front of school - done 
 Painting the white zebra stripes around the school - done 
 The two on flashing lighted cross- walks on highlands way north are very appreciated 
 On Perth and Thunderbird, will be a second crosswalk, a bus pull out, a bus shelter as 

well as a bike lane with green paint, there will be a raised concrete triangle at the 
bottom of thunderbird, lighted crosswalk coming 

 Portree way and Highlands Way North, raised concrete island triangle 
 Issues brought up: 

o on the boulevard people not slowing or stopping at the lighted crosswalk 
o Parking in parking lot in unmarked spots i.e. at entrance and exit to the lot - this 

is red flagged and is on the minds of the HASTE committee, immediately focus 
on encouraging parents not to drive 

o Driving up the hill - is there a bussing option? - not at this time, would be a 
school cost 

o Suggest to parents to Drive to 5. Drive close to the school but not all the way, 
walk the last 5 minutes. 



 Ideas for PAC: group walks, reward kids for biking/ walking to school, how can we 
encourage parents to encourage kids to walk to school instead of drive? 

 A lot of the work for GHE is more a long term concern/ plan 
 Thank you Keeley for all the hard work and changes that have occurred to make it safer 

for our kids to getting to school. 

 
9:20     Treasurer’s report (15 mins) 

 Budget - new layout and account status, approval? 
 First column is last year’s information 
 Second column is for this year to date what we have made, what expenses we have, at 

the bottom is where the approved funding is noted 
 Third column is our budget of what we expect to make this year and what we expect to 

spend this year 
o Fundraisers are: Movie nights, poinsettia, christmas craft fair, hot lunch, pizza 

day, lego competition, sports day, sports day concession, St Patrick’s Day Night 
out,  

 is there a funding objective for this year? At this point no, there was discussion around 
potential new playground, there is a whistler Blackcomb grant but it is involved and 
would take a few people. Outdoor classroom. Potential to fundraise for this year 
towards a big ticket item and save for it for next year.  

 Motion proposed: Outdoor Playspace - motion passed: Emma Moses, Arndrea Scott 
o Playground committee: Candace Keith, Traci Stevens, Lene Peleman, Tash 

Hooper, Lisa Davidson, Arndrea Scott, Sherri Adams, Emma Moses, Martha 
McClellan, Angie Vasquez, Darnell Waite 

 

 
9:35     HOT LUNCH - Lisa Fenton is resigning. Last hot lunch will be January. We need someone new to 
volunteer to take over. 

 Brief overview of what the role entails 
 If interested in taking this on, please approach the PAC 
 Please spread the word to other parents 
 Kandice Keith has offered to help if pizza days are running for Feb, April, May needs a 

second person to step up as well 
  

 
9:40    Traci Lee- discuss funding for arts/ music  

 Challenging to share equipment, i.e microphones, we borrow those for productions and 
this takes them away from the teachers 

 Microphones, headsets, lights (lower voltage required), fixing speakers in gym 
 Motion - $2500 for microphones, headsets, and lights - these would be PAC owned and 

used for talent shows, Xmas fair etc. - could this come from the gaming grant? Passed by 
Martha Mcclellan, Kandice Keith, all in attendance passed motion 

 $200 for a person to come and do an assessment of the power source in the gym - 
School District concern - Paul will take this forward 

 
9:45     DPAC update from Oct 17th meeting - 5 mins 

 RESP grant reminder 



 DPAC is a gathering of all the PAC’S in our district 
 School calendar survey - asking what options parents are wanting for the upcoming 

survey - suggestion of 2-3 choices in the next survey 
 Can and explanation of pro d days be explained to parents from the district 
  

 
9:50     Upcoming Events 

 Movie Night - Paddington - Nov 3rd 
 Remembrance Day Assembly - Nov 10th 
 Christmas Craft Fair - Dec 1st (tables for kids and adults) : have a committee set up,  

o looking for people to help with cleaning up  
o a kids market is being done - will be done in the computer room, will require a 

parent signature to support the child 
o A standard fee for each activity - movie, cupcake walk, craft is the same cost 
o Reading corner in the library? Will look into getting the library space approved 

9:52    Funding Requests 
 Requisition forms 
 Music/ Arts - $2500.00 - approved 

 
9:55    Principal’s Update (5 minutes) 

 K-9 new curriculum is in effect this year 
 10-12 will be in next year 
 Reporting format is being looked at - currently it is an event that happens 3 times a year, 

vision is to have it more fluid and ongoing rather than 3 separate events 
o Letter grades from Gr 4-9, research shows us that grades don’t promote 

learning 
o District will be looking for feedback from parents 
o The ministry is currently looking for feedback on reporting 
o Communication processes are In limbo due to technology and privacy issues 

 Christmas Concerts - spread out over three nights 
o Dec 13th - Gr 1-4 
o Dec 14th - KG - 1 
o Dec 15th - band concert/ older kids 
o Concerts will be song/dance but there will not be an overriding theme or play 

occurring throughout the evening. 
 Remembrance Day - We no longer all fit in the gym at the same time due to fire 

regulations - will break it up into two, will split the school in half, one will be at 9:30 and 
other at 11:00, email will be sent out with which classes will be at which time 

 Halloween Parade - optional for k-3 classes, intermediate will be in the gym, kids parade 
through the gym, no guns, no light sabers, no clown costumes please 

 School growth plan process - we need parents to volunteer to be a part of this please 
notify PAC if interested 

 SOGI - Sexual Orientation Gender Identity - Paul attended at the last Pro D day, was 
amazing. We may have a hand full of children who are struggling with their identity. As a 
school we want to be aware and inclusive of all children that attend our school. Looking 
at having an information campaign across the school. Conversation of the Diversity Club 
and inclusiveness at HSSS 



 In the event of an emergency, there will be teachers set up to release children, the 
students will not be released to any person that is not on the pre-designed list 

 
10:00    Parents Ideas, Questions and Concerns   

 5 mins: Emergency preparedness Committee - Traci Lee & Shan Warburton 
o All our current comfort kits are expiring this year, they will expire yearly. $489 to 

do the bins and comfort kits yearly. Proposed to approve this funding and 
replace kits for this year then look into deeper for next year - approved by Sherri 
Adams, Shawna - ON HOLD FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION 

o Purpose of comfort kit: providing comfort to the kids - to bring kids connection 
to the parents 

 The other is the nutritional/ water intake 
o First aid kit - Tash Hooper - She will be ordering stuff in the next few weeks to 

complete the kits 
 Speaker Series - Anxiety in the school hot topic - potential speaker - Julie Anna Sapienza 

PHD from North Shore stress & anxiety clinic - Martha M is looking into this and other 
options. 

 School Board Meetings - all public Board meeting agendas will be posted on the 
SD48seatosky.org website on the Friday before the Wednesday meeting. Public are 
invited to attend. Last meeting was held on Oct 12th, minutes will be posted on with 
these minutes on the board down the hall from the main office, or can be found on the 
website https://sd48seatosky.org/board-meeting-schedule-3/  

 French tutoring - parent at GHE Lene Coens-Peleman - lene.peleman@gmail.com Lene is 
also offering parent evening French sessions, you can also find her on facebook. 

 MOE is asking for parent engagement to provide input on new to be developed 
reporting guidelines. Follow the link to “Have your Say” on report cards 
http://engage.gov.bc.ca/yourkidsprogress/en/home/ 

 Bottle Depot account - Arndrea to create one and share with parents  
 BOKS - Darnell - ask Sue to distribute information looking for parent volunteers. 
 Pro d days - why not utilize breaks to use pro d days? Pro d days are provincially 

mandated, SD’s don’t have a choice, there are 6 then an extra 2 for curriculum 
implementation. Utilization of 2 week spring break, feedback needs to be given via the 
survey that will be coming out. 

 
10:10     Other reminders/ topics 

 Text remind - remember to sign up 
 Purdy’s fundraiser - we are in need of a point person… 
 Poinsettias will be happening this year with delivery and handed out on December 2nd (day 

after Craft Fair)  

 
Ongoing:  

 Canadian Geographic Education - education program, the giant floor map series, how can we 
increase the utilization of this education/ resource? Cathy Lawton & Paul to connect outside of 
PAC 

 Update: Band Instruments - starts at Gr 5, however, looking at the structure with ⅘ mixes. GHE 
is one of two schools in Squamish that has a band program. 

 Mabel’s Label fundraising pamphlet distributed, will also be distributed to all students 

 

https://sd48seatosky.org/board-meeting-schedule-3/
mailto:lene.peleman@gmail.com
http://engage.gov.bc.ca/yourkidsprogress/en/home/


 

 
Tabled items to discuss later 

 
Garden club - can we get a parent group together to start a garden club?  
Chess club - can we get a parent or someone from rotary even to come start a chess club? 

 
 


