
 

 

PAC Agenda - GHE 
20 January 2016 / 9:00 AM / Music Room 

PURPOSE: To work together as a parental community to increase the opportunities for the children of 
our school. 

Participants  
PAC EXEC: Arndrea Scott (Chair), Emma Seguss (Treasurer), Darnell Waite/ Renee Kranz 
(Co-Secretary), Martha McLellan/ Meike Van Eerdt (Co-DPAC), Lisa Fenton (Food and Beverage 
Coordinator). 

All Parents Welcome, Principal Paul Lorette 

Agenda 

Last Meeting Follow-up (1 min or less) 

1. Outdoor Playspace Group - Date to be set for first meeting end of January 

Darnell is organising the first meeting to arrange a committee.  

2. Hot Lunch/ Food and Beverage Coordinator - Suzie Cromwell & Lene Peleman. It is now online! 

Awesome and easy thanks Lisa!  400 orders went in for first order.  Lisa is willing to help until the end of 
the year but Linae and Suzi Cromwell are going to look into doing it for next year. 

3. Purchasing all music/ art occured? I.e. lights, headphones, microphones 

Arndrea will connect with Mrs. Grantham and report next meeting.  Kids love the ukeleles. 

4. Updates to Speaker Series - Martha 

Two speakers are coming to speak about stress and anxiety.  Martha would like to think about how to 
advertise for these speakers effectively.    Coast Mountain Academy would like to partner with us for 
speakers.  

5. Comfort Kits - sample display, sample letter, parents are responsible to complete and return 

Lisa’s daughter has made a beautiful display.   A letter will be sent home to parents in next week letting 
them know what we’re looking for in the comfort kits.  Paul will send an email to teachers to update 
them on comfort kits. 

New Business (5 mins each) 

6. Kindergarten registration - info emailed from Sue, will post on PAC board 
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7. Kindergarten  vision, dental,hearing screening - parent volunteer required for Jan 27th to 
collect students from each class for the screenings, three parents to do 2 hour shifts? Need to 
cover from 9-3 minus the long recess/ lunch break. - Enough volunteers were found for this.  

8. PAC constitution - updated, on the PAC board, will go up on the GHE website under PAC, sent 
to the district 

9. Missoula - February 27 - March 4 - Arndrea- need a place to house the 2 staff 

Arndrea will send an email to parents to let them know what it is and what to expect.  No kindies 
involved  this year because it is a big time commitment.  Spread the word, we still need to house the 
staff.  Paul would like Arndrea to be really clear that not all kids will be able to do the show as there is 
limited space. 

10. Communication regarding parents/ grandparents volunteering in the school 

Erin Higginbottom sent out information about this.  We will follow up with her to see if anyone 
responded. 

11. Concussion Information - ppc.cattonline.com is the resource to use and has a section for parents 
for general concussion information or to help parents manage a child with a concussion. There is 
a general FAQ’s section, a 911 Red Flag section (when to seek help), and downloadable 
concussion response tool. 

It was brought up that not everyone uses Facebook for updates and maybe we should consider doing a 
newsletter. 

12. Spud Fundraiser- http://www.spud.ca/spudcards - we can do an ongoing fundraiser where 
parents can order GC’s to use for themselves or as gifts. When they order they can choose GHE 
and 10% of the GC sales will come back to the school 

Paul said that the potential for fundraising through the different grocery stores in Squamish is 
significant and could result in excess of $100 000  annually depending on participation.  The PAC would 
like to remind parents to bring their Independent Food receipts. 

Maybe we need to rethink the way we communicate to families.  Cathy is happy to work with PAC on 
how to reach more families through our newsletters. 

13. New funds coming - What funding will we get? When is it coming? What are the plans for the 
funding coming? What is the new mandate for the new class sizes? 

BC government made changes to teachers collective agreement, Supreme Court ruled in favor of the 
union.  The provincial government is putting in $50 million this year to support the ruling.  Our district 
got some money and each school is consulting with their local school rep to see where we need staffing. 
GHE has put forward a request for additional support in the primary classes and we are hoping to have 
this in place by February. 

14. Morning announcements - Is it possible to reinstate students reading these out? 

We have changed the phone system and it’s harder to hear the announcements.  The teachers have said 
they prefer having no announcements, they can get started right away.  The school is thinking about 

http://www.spud.ca/spudcards
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adding a new speaker system which will improve the noise levels, so that people can hear the 
announcements. 

15. Parking/ Safe Transportation Committee? Car parking - getting dangerous, parents are not 
following the rules, more needs to be done. Is there discussion with the School District about 
long term parking plan i.e. more parking spaces with growth of school? 

Maybe we should get a sub committee or a traffic consultant to advise us. 

16. Literacy Week - Jan 22-29th 

All sorts of great activities.  Parents reading in classes, are teachers promoting this?  Paul will send out 
an email to teachers to remind them. 

17. Sexual Education - how can we support a program for teachers to provide sexual health 
education every year for every grade? 

Martha can you ask DPAC to see what other schools are doing? Paul has spoken to the teachers, they 
like to have someone in to talk about sexual education.  This is expensive.  Would PAC like to help us 
fund this?  The public health nurse will come in and do sexual education for one day.  The teachers are 
meeting about this next week.  It would be great to see what kids get at different grades.  Maybe we 
could have one teacher be the sex ed specialist, Mrs. Manzini would be a great candidate. 

Standing Items 
● DPAC report - Martha.  

Policy changes coming regarding dogs on the school property. 

● Treasurer’s Update (5 mins)- Emma 

See spreadsheet. 

● Principal’s Update (10 mins)- Paul.  

● Funding Requests- Requisition form completed for all items approved 

The 2016-2017 School budget was submitted with about a  $13,000 deficit which is not unusual for a 
school our size.  The deficit will likely be eliminated through cost savings.  Operating budget is just over 
$100,000 this year.  Spring Break survey leaning towards keeping Spring Break at two weeks.  It would 
be helpful to have a discussion regarding collaboration time for staff for future years.  

BC school districts are looking at improving the way we communicate learning to parents, moving away 
from 3 report cards and letter grades. SD48 is looking at a pilot project where children are assessed 
more through portfolio and student assessment.  Letter grades would be available to parents who 
wanted them along with self-assessment.  More information to come. 

 

Cathy Lawton spoke about Canadian Geographic.   Many resources for geographic literacy. 
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Action Items 
1. Connect Suzie Cromwell & Lene Peleman in touch with Lisa Fenton regarding hot lunch.  - This 

has been done. They are talking about next steps.  

2. First Aid training with Tony for First Aid - need a parent to spearhead this 

3. Forward to district staff at Senior’s Center to get out for senior volunteers 

4. Send email out requesting volunteers for Kindergarten hearing screening. - done and complete  

5. Send information out about comfort kits and Extra Foods receipts to remind families to submit 
receipts. 

6. Touch base with Cathy to find out how families are getting their information about PAC so we 
can figure out the most effective way to reach the GHE families - Arndrea to connect with Kathy 
on this  

Ongoing Items: 
- Fundraisers:  

- Purdy’s Fundraiser - Gail Pateman 
- Bottle Depot account - GHE PAC is the account name 
- Mabel’s Label’s 
- Spud Groceries - http://www.spud.ca/spudcards  
- Nesters Cards - purchase from Sue at office and use in store 
- Independent Foods - bring in your receipts and school gets 5% back for grocery purchase 

- Education: 
- Canadian Geographic Education - education program, (giant floor map) how can we 

increase the utilization of this education resource? Cathy Lawton/ Paul Lorette to 
connect 

- Community building: 
- Garden Club - interested group of parents to start a garden club? 
- Chess Club - interested group of parents to start a chess club or connect with community 

members re: volunteering 
- HASTE - need parent lead to take on encouraging parents to walk instead of driving to 

school 
- Emergency Preparedness 

- Alexis Craig from the AWARE program 
- Christmas Card Fundraiser - looking for a parent to spearhead this 
-  

Next Meeting February 17, 2017 
 

http://www.spud.ca/spudcards

