
 

 

 

PAC Minutes - Feb. 17, 2017 
Meeting - 17 February 2016 / 9:00 AM / Music Room 

PURPOSE: To work together as a parental community to increase the opportunities for the children of 

our school. 

Participants  

PAC EXEC: Arndrea Scott (Chair), Emma Seguss (Treasurer), Darnell Waite/ Renee Kranz (Co-

Secretary), , Lisa Fenton (Food and Beverage Coordinator). 

Regrets; Darnell Waite (Co-Secretary), Martha McLellan/ Meike Van Eerdt (Co-DPAC) 

All Parents Welcome, Principal Paul Lorette 

Agenda 

Last Meeting Follow-up (1 min or less) 

1. Missoula happening Feb 27- Mar 4th  - accommodation covered, performance location Don 

Ross  

2. Comfort Kit letters have been handed out to each class to be sent home - communications from 

Sue will start this week and next week 

3. Reminder of Public Health presentation by Dr. Lysyshyn at DRMS Feb 27th at 6:45pm - Arndrea 

to send Sue details that she can send out for all parents 

4. Speaker series - Anxiety with Melissa Warren - HUGE success. We saw around 65 parents 

come from our school as well as others.  

New Business (5 mins each) 

5. Renaming of Christmas events - Winter Fair 2017 is the new name  

6. Communication - Cathy L & Arndrea S - Paul is sending the teachers information on how to join 

text remind. Arndrea will provide this. The teachers will send this out on behalf of the PAC in 

hopes that we get more parents to sign up.  

7. School district Dog policy - feedback from parents for the district is below.  

8. Student Communication Learning - Paul presented more details on the pilot program. This will 

roll out next year to more classes. See below for the notes.  

9. Sexual Health moving forward - below in the principal's report.    

10. St .Paddy’s Day venue is booked at the Barred Owl - more detail to come!  

 

 

Standing Items 
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● DPAC report - Marth & Mieke - Arndrea to use Martha’s minutes - Dog policy, letter grades.  

DPAC met and it became clear that is is a contentious issue.  DPAC decided that each school 

should seek feedback regarding policy.  Feedback stated from parents at the PAC meeting was: 

○  We should supply more poop bags to reduce the amount of dog feces in the school 

area. 

○ Dogs should be on leash.  Dogs can be frightening to smaller children.   

○ No dogs in the school.   

Paul brought up the issue of parents bending rules with policies and said that this is an issue for 

parking and may become an issue with a policy we have for dogs.  This “bending the rules” is a 

big concern for many of the staff at the school. 

● Treasurer’s Update (5 mins)- Emma (see detailed report)  We need more fundraising, 

especially since the new playground will be costly.  We need more input on Playground 

Committee from parents of younger children.  The committee is made up of mostly parents of 

older children.  Arndrea will ask Sue Sweeney to send an email out asking for more parents 

volunteers. 

● Gaming grant: We have a lot of money left.  We need to use this money for extracurricular 

activities.  If you have ideas submit them to Arndrea - arndrea@gmail.com  

● Principal’s Update (10 mins)- Paul.  ●       Communicating Student Learning (CSL): SD48 is 

conducting a pilot project called “Communicating Student Learning” or CSL.  This is the new 

term for report cards.  The Ministry of Education has given districts the choice to move away 

from letter grades.  SD48 is providing the option in a pilot project to move from letter grades in 

grades 4-9 and will do so slowly and carefully.  Instead of formal reporting we will be doing more 

ongoing assessment and communication of learning throughout the year.  There will still be 

parent/teacher conferences and at the end of the year students will get a summative report but 

there will be no letter grades for the teachers who are involved in the pilot (Mrs. Parsloe and 

Mrs. Lowe/Minkus).  Letter grades will be available to parents who would like letter grades.  The 

rationale for this change is that ample research has shown that letter grades are detrimental to 

learning.  Parent input will be sought.  

● Basketball: There is a group that would like to start a basketball after school program. Paul will 

provide more details.  

● School Growth Plan is completed and was a great success.  The growth plan will be posted on 

our website soon.  GHE is growing, we will likely need two more classrooms next year.  The 

learning resource room will likely be be relocated.  French Immersion enrollment is down for 

next year, with 37 registered.  English Kindergarten registration is 20.   GHE is full, we currently 

do not have room for new families who have moved into our catchment area. 

● Sexual Health: Mrs. Manzini is taking the role.  She is reviewing resources at the moment. 
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● We need more EA’s, the school is thinking about hiring a lunchtime supervisor. 

 

● Funding Requests- Requisition form to be completed for all items approved 

○ Mrs. Mah - take home reading program books for her gr 1-2 class ($1000 of reading 

material for her ½ class)  Concerns were raised about the cost of this item.  Paul will 

speak with Mrs. Mah and discuss other possible options.  Maybe using books from the 

shared literacy library. 

○ Mrs. Mah - listening center $400 - Question to Paul is were these already purchased? 

Are they shared or kept in the classroom?  Approved. 

○ Mme Elston’s - mathematical counting  $280  More information to come. 

● Speaker Series - ongoing 

○ Barry McDonald - boy culture - put forth by Stephanie Bythell (smoccia@shaw.ca) More 

information to come. 

○ Next speaker for GHE? - Martha to update.  Martha could you please research a 

speaker for the students on inclusion and bullying.  These issues were raised by parents 

and we were thinking that it would be great to host some speakers on these topics for 

the students. 

Action Items 

1. Renee will research the possibility of Improv classes for student after school.  Will report back 

next meeting. 

2. Arndrea to email Sue the details on the upcoming speaker series with Dr. Lysyshyn at Don 

Ross, details on the playground committee and other after school clubs 

3. Arndrea to email Paul details on how to join the PAC text program for teachers to communicate 

with each of their classes  

Ongoing Items: 

- We Need Parent Help!!!: 

- New clubs to start in spring include: knitting and injury prevention club along with a 

couple of more clubs. 

- Garden Club - interested group of parents to start a garden club? 

- Chess Club - interested group of parents to start a chess club or connect with 

community members re: volunteering 

- HASTE & Parking/ Safety - we need a parent lead to take on encouraging parents to 

walk instead of driving to school. You would liaise with Keely from HASTE and Paul & 

Brayden on updates on way to keep the loop and parking lot safe. 

- Grocery Fundraising - a parent to lead the communication on all the ways that we can 

earn money for the school through Nesters Cards, Independent reciepts, SPUD.ca and 

Save on food. - Lisa Fenton is looking into communicating this to the school.  
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- Emergency Preparedness - a lead to connect with Alexis Craig from the AWARE 

program and Tony from Sea to Sky first aid. 

- Christmas Card Fundraiser - looking for a parent interested to spearhead this 

 

Ongoing committees 

- Grandparent and parent coordinator - Erin Higginbottom coordinating all grandparents/ 

parents who are interested in putting their skills forward to volunteer with our kids 

- Outdoor Playspace committee - in need of a lead for this committee - postponed first 

meeting until spring 

Next Meeting April 21, 2017 

 


